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Natural Resources Conservation Service 
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1854 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Phone: (651) 602-7900 
 FAX: (651) 602-7914 

 
 

File Code: 190-15-13 
 

December 15, 2008 
 

 
 

 
RE:  CapX 2020 345 kV Transmission Line, Brookings County to Southeast Twin Cities Project 
         Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Yellow Medicine, Renville, Brown, Chippewa, Sibley, Le Sueur, 
         Rice, Scott, and Dakota Counties, Minnesota 
        
Angela Piner 
Environmental Scientist 
HDR Engineering 
701 Xenia Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
 
Dear Ms. Piner: 
 
I’m pleased that I had the opportunity to meet with you, and with Craig Poorker and Carole Schmidt 
from Great River Energy this morning in my office.  NRCS appreciates the opportunity to have  
discussed this subject project with all of you. 
 
As I determined from our discussion, the Federal Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) 
assessment will not apply with this subject CApX2020 project.  Since no federal sponsoring agency 
financial, nor technical assistance will be involved in the implementation of this project, FPPA 
review and compliance will not be required because the project is exempt from federal review by 
NRCS. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
WILLIAM E. LORENZEN 
Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator 
 
cc:  Craig Poorker, SR/WA, Sr. Field Rep, GRE, Maple Grove, MN 
       Carole Schmidt, Super. Trans. Permit & Compl, GRE, Maple Grove, MN  
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Piner, Angela

From: Matthew Langan [matt.langan@dnr.state.mn.us]
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2008 3:40 PM
To: Piner, Angela
Cc: Fischer, Paul
Subject: CAPX 2020 BRTC River Crossings

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Green

Angela-

Thank you for hosting field visits at the various Minnesota River crossing alternatives 
along the proposed transmission line route(s).  Our staff was able to participate in the 
field visits, and has subsequently reviewed the field visit notes prepared by your staff. 
We have no corrections or additions to make to those notes.  Based on the discussions at 
the field visits, DNR believes HDR has identified the important natural resources at each 
location, as well as the potential impacts.  DNR intends to participate in the review of 
the Route Permit Application and environmental documents, once published.

-Matt

Matthew Langan, Environmental Planner
Environmental Policy and Review Unit
MN Dept. of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55155
#(651) 259-5115
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SCOTT COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
GOVERNMENT CENTER 114 · 200 FOURTH AVENUE WEST · SHAKOPEE, MN 55379-1220 
(952) 496-8475 · Fax (952) 496-8496 · Web www.co.scott.mn.us 

 

   
 

An Equal Opportunity/Safety Aware Employer 

September 30, 2008 
 
Craig Poorker 
Routing Team Lead 
CapX 2020 Brookings-Twin Cities 
Great River Energy 
PO Box 238 
Elk River, MN 55330 
 
Re: Route Permit Application for the Brookings-Twin Cities 345 kV Project 
 
Dear Mr. Poorker: 
 
On behalf of the Scott County Community Development and Public Works Divisions, I want to thank you 
and your consultant team for inviting local government participation throughout the CapX 2020 routing 
evaluation process. Through our attendance at scheduled workshops, meetings and open houses, County 
staff has gained a better insight into the range of criteria that must be considered by utilities when 
determining potential routes for transmission lines.   
 
Now that two alternative route corridors have been identified through the Scott County area, County staff 
is requesting more detailed data and information based on the set of criteria used during the route 
evaluation process.  This information will help County staff assess the potential impacts of the two 
alternative route corridors on Scott County’s existing and planned land use and transportation systems. 
Staff requests the following information: 
 

1. Please provide the number of existing homes located within all 1,000-foot corridor segments in 
Scott County.  For comparison, please provide the number of existing homes located within all 
1,000-foot corridor segments in Le Sueur and Rice County (from the Minnesota River crossing to 
Interstate 35). 

2. Please break down which 1,000-foot corridor segments in Scott County parallel existing road 
right of way and report the mileage of each segment by road designation (e.g. 5 miles along 260th 
Street). Using the County’s Future Right-of-Way Needs map previously provided, include in this 
break down which segments parallel roadways planned for expansion and/or extension (e.g., 3 
miles along 280th Street guided as a Principal Arterial with needed 200-foot ROW). 

 
Please provide this information by October 31 to enable County staff to assess the implications of the two 
alternative route corridors and help determine how staff should advise the County Board and local units of 
government along the corridor segments.  Thank you.       
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brad Davis, AICP 
Planning Manager 
Scott County Planning Department 
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9/11/2008 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Nanett Sandstrom [mailto:eurekatn@frontiernet.net]  
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2008 2:23 PM 
To: Poorker, Craig GRE/MG 
Subject: CapX2020 
  
  
  
September 11, 2008 
  
  
RE:     In the Matter of the Application of Great River Energy, Northern 

States Power Company (d/b/a Xcel Energy) and Others for CapX2020 
Application for Routing a 345 kV Transmission Line.            

  
            MPUC Docket No. ET-02, E-002, et al./CN-06-1115 
            OAH Docket No. 15-2500-19350-2 
  
  
Enclosed in connection with the above-referenced matter, please find the 
following: 
  

 Eureka Township Resolution No. 72 
  

This document have been filed through the e-filing system at 
www.edockets.state.mn.us and have been served by email or hard copy mail 
delivery in compliance with the attached August 18, 2008 Service List. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Nanett Sandstrom 
Clerk/ Treasurer Eureka Township 
952-469-3736, Fax 952-469-5525 
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